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50 WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 220 HCP ➜ £850 approx

PRODUCT: 
5.1-channel speaker 
package

POSITIONING: 
Replaces 
Diamond 100 HCP

PEERS: 
Q Acoustics 3000; 
Mission M3; 
SVS Prime 5.1

AV Info

Diamonds are forever

Danny Phillips sees if the new jewels in Wharfedale's standmount 
speaker crown have some home cinema sparkle

Fast-forward two years and Wharfedale is 
putting that right with its successor, the 200 
series. This new range bolsters build quality 
with upgraded cabinets, a swankier fi nish 
and a tweaked bass refl ex system, all 
designed to improve the system both 

IN 2013, WHARFEDALE’S dazzling Diamond 100 HCP speaker 
package hit the sweet spot between price and performance, 
making it one of the best budget 5.1 systems of the year. The 
only thing wrong was the speakers’ underwhelming build quality.   
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The Diamond 220 speakers use Wharfedale's 
Slot-Loaded port for improved bass response
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aesthetically and acoustically. It’s evolution 
not revolution, but given the superb price-
defying performance of the 100 system 
no one would expect major changes.

So what we have here is a 200 series ‘starter 
pack’ featuring two pairs of the Diamond 220 
standmounts – the larger of two standmount 
models in the range – plus the 220C centre 
speaker and the same SPC-10 active 
subwoofer that accompanied the 100 HCP 
package. Bought individually these speakers 
would cost £900, but the package price nets 
you a £50 saving. Even more impressive is 
that the Diamond 220 HCP costs £100 less 
than its predecessor, which is, quite frankly, 
bananas in this tough economic climate.

Lash of lacquer
A close look at the Diamond 220 reveals a 
much improved design, with the new lacquered 
baffl  e adding a touch of class missing from the 

Diamond 121’s plasticky fascia. Our black 
samples are particularly snazzy, gleaming 
like a Beemer in the Blackwall tunnel, but the 
system also comes in less imposing white, 
walnut and rosewood fi nishes. 

Silver driver surrounds and removable 
round cloth grilles fi nish the look off  nicely, 
while a plinth at the bottom provides a sturdy 
foundation, as well as playing an important 
role in the speaker’s bass performance.

My only design reservation concerns their 
unadventurous box shape, which might not 
suit rooms with more contemporary décor. 
As a fan of curvy, elegant-looking speakers, 
I think there are more exciting standmount 
systems out there – Q Acoustics' 3000 
package being one. 

The solid, weighty cabinet sports a fetching 
wood grain fi nish, underneath which is a 
sandwich of particleboard between layers of 
MDF. This combination acts to reduce the sort 

of colouration and ‘hear-through’ you’d 
get from an MDF-only cabinet. It’s an idea 
borrowed from Wharfedale’s high-end Jade 
series, cabinets built from a matrix of 
particleboard and MDF called Crystalam. 
This simpler sandwich arrangement doesn’t 
quite achieve the same standard, but off ers 
similar results at a lower cost. 

For drivers, the 220s use 5in woven Kevlar 
cones with semi-elliptical ‘break-up’ areas 
on the surface, and 1in soft-dome tweeters 
– identical to the 100 series. 

Wharfedale also keeps faith with the 
Slot-Loaded Distributed Port system 
introduced on this range's predecessor. 
Unlike most speakers, which channel air 
through a round port on the front or rear, 
the Diamonds push air through a port at the 
base of the speaker and through a 5mm gap 
created by the plinth. The manufacturer says 
this has been further refi ned with added 
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The speakers 
use sturdy 

binding posts
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airfl ow control at the port exit to minimise 
turbulence and distortion. The result, promises 
Wharfedale, is deep, articulate and well-
integrated bass, without the chuffi  ng that 
can occur with front- or rear-mounted ports. 
It also means you’re less restricted when 
placing them, as they can be situated nearer 
to a rear wall than conventional speakers.

Taking centre stage
The same Slot-Loaded technology is now 
used by the 220C centre; its forebear 
employed a downward-fi ring refl ex port 
but not the plinth. This potentially makes 
it a better match for the other speakers. 
It’s horizontally aligned and features two 
5in drivers either side of its HF unit.

The fi nal upgrades from the 100 series are 
an enhanced bass motor system, designed to 
make the speakers easier to drive and boost 
transient power, and tweaked crossovers that 
improve integration between drivers.

Wharfedale’s £250 SPC-10 PowerCube is 
once again called into service, heading into 
battle armed with its 10in long-throw driver 
and 215W amplifi er. The compact size and 
black wood fi nish make it one of the better-
looking subs on the market, although pedantic 
readers will notice that it’s still not a cube.

You can optimise performance using 
volume and crossover controls, helpfully 
placed on top. Thanks to a built-in motion 
sensor they light up when your hand 
approaches, an unexpectedly cool feature 
to fi nd on an aff ordable subwoofer.

Setup is simple. I didn’t have to spend ages 
moving the speakers around or bother toeing 
them in – they delivered a fulsome and 

focused sound from basically wherever they 
were placed.

Now it can’t be easy improving performance 
while knocking £100 off  the price tag but 
somehow Wharfedale has managed it with 
this array. Powered by my usual Onkyo 
TX-NR818, the 220 HCP delivers an assured 
and articulate performance for the money.

Its stand-out attribute is detail. When 
Smaug attacks Lake Town at the start of 
The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies, the 
scene sparkles with nuance and texture. Blasts 
of dragon fi re have an eff ervescent top-end 
crackle and smashed-up wooden buildings 
splinter and snap like they do in real life. 

Quieter moments on the shores of Lake 
Town are teeming with chattering voices, 
crunchy footsteps and lapping water. Not 
only is this utterly absorbing but it also 
makes the soundstage airy and spacious, 
which intensifi es the drama when Smaug 
starts swooping between speakers. 

The sound is also surprisingly refi ned. 
The 220s don’t get overly aggressive or shouty 
to convey excitement – instead the tone is 
smooth and easy, but the natural crispness 
in the highs and forthright midrange provide 
all the dynamism you need.

The system doesn’t have any trouble 
conveying scale either, belting out 
Peter Jackson’s epic battles with gusto. 
Footsteps thump in unison as armies of orcs, 
dwarves and elves pour into every inch of 
the screen, while an exhilarating tapestry 
of combat eff ects come at you from every 
direction. And when trolls and earth-eaters 
enter the battle, the SPC-10 sub steps in 
and boosts the soundstage with explosive 
bass. Aptly, I felt dwarfed by the size and 
loudness of it all. 

Keeping faith with this sub was a good 
move – its low frequencies integrate tightly 
with the Slot-Loaded bass from the 220s, 
ensuring a unifi ed, non-directional sound. 
It’s also impressively agile and well controlled.  

Battle of the bargain boys
It really is hard to fi nd fault with the Diamond 
220 HCP at this price. In fact, the only thing 
Wharfedale is battling against is the quality 
of the competition – systems like the 
aforementioned Q Acoustics 3000 undercut 
it in price (by around £150 depending on 
fi nish) and, in my experience, deliver even 
greater refi nement. 

So, just like Andy Murray is regularly 
thwarted at Grand Slams because he happens 
to play in the same era as Djokovic, Nadal and 
Federer, Wharfedale will fi nd it hard to totally 
sink its formidable rivals in this arena price 
point. But that doesn’t alter the fact that the 
Diamond 220 HCP is an astonishingly good 
speaker system that further enhances the 
reputation of this British brand. Buyers won't 
be disappointed ■

DIAMOND 220 
DRIVE UNITS: 5in woven Kevlar bass driver; 

1in soft-dome tweeter
ENCLOSURE: Slot-Loaded Distributed Port

FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 56Hz-20kHz
SENSITIVITY: 86dB

POWER HANDLING: 25-100W
DIMENSIONS: 174(w) x 315(h) x 227(d)mm

WEIGHT: 5.3kg

DIAMOND 220C
DRIVE UNITS: 2 x 5in woven Kevlar bass 

drivers; 1in soft-dome tweeter
ENCLOSURE: Slot-Loaded Distributed Port

FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 60Hz-20kHz
SENSITIVITY: 89dB

POWER HANDLING: 25-150W
DIMENSIONS: 470(w) x 190(h) x 236(d)mm

WEIGHT: 8.5kg

SPC-10 POWERCUBE (SUBWOOFER)
DRIVE UNITS: 10in long-throw cone driver

ENCLOSURE: Sealed
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 35Hz-120Hz

ON BOARD POWER: 215W
REMOTE CONTROL: No

DIMENSIONS: 352(w) x 382(h) x 305(d)mm
WEIGHT: 11.4kg

CONNECTIONS: Stereo line in; LFE line in; 
stereo speaker-level input

Wharfedale Diamond 220 HCP
➜ £850 approx ➜ www.wharfedale.co.uk 

➜ Tel: 01480 452561
HIGHS: Extremely detailed and insightful sound; 

huge scale and bass weight; excellent 
integration; unfussy about placement; much 

improved looks and build
LOWS: Safe, boxy cabinets; rivals are cheaper

Specifications

 Verdict

Performance

Design

Features

Overall

‘The natural crispness 
in the highs and 
forthright midrange 
provide plenty of 
dynamic thrills'


