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It’s the one night of the year What Hi-Fi? 
(as a brand) scrubs up, dresses up and 
invites the electronics and home 
entertainment industries out for a drink  

to explain exactly what it’s been up to for the past 
12 months. In all honestly, the past year has been 
much like all the others: we’ve been testing, 
comparing, evaluating and judging the most 
popular, most interesting and most exciting 
consumer electronics around. Over the next 80 
pages we reveal the 99 products we think are the 
best you can currently buy – and you, lucky reader, 
don’t even have to put on your best clothes to find 
out what they are.
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Best stereo speakers up to £200
Wharfedale Diamond 220 £200

Best stereo speakers £200-£400
Q Acoustics Concept 20 £350

The Wharfedale Diamond 
220s sound excellent. They 
deliver a surprisingly meaty  
bass with far more power than 
we expect from a 50cm box

The Q Acoustics Concept 20s’ 
presentation is articulate and 
subtle, yet has punch and attack 
to satisfy, even when we listen to 
Dead Weather’s 60 Feet Tall 

Looking for the most talented budget speakers 

on the market? Look no further. Wharfedale’s 

Diamond 220s have managed to dislodge the 

excellent Q Acoustics 2020is in the process, 

which is no mean feat.

Wharfedale’s engineers have used composite 

cabinet walls made with two thin MDF layers 

sandwiching a chipboard filling. It works really 

well, producing a sturdy cabinet that’s 

controlled in terms of resonance. This means 

you’ll hear far more of what the drive units are 

doing rather than the cabinet. And what does 

that mean for you, the listener? A clearer,  

more detailed sound.

Diamond designing
Changes from the last generation of Diamond 

standmounter include a bigger magnet on the 

13cm woven-Kevlar mid/bass driver in an 

attempt to make the speakers a little easier to 

drive and improve responsiveness. The unusual 

slot-loaded port arrangement first seen on the 

100 series makes a reappearance here too, and it 

has been tweaked to reduce distortion. It’s 

claimed to be more efficient than a conventional 

port but, as always, the proof is in the listening.

The tweeter remains unchanged. It still sits in 

a deeply dished waveguide, which helps 

Last year’s Product of the Year remain our 

favourite speakers at this price. All the qualities 

we so admired last time around haven’t been 

diminished in the past 12 months. The  

Q Acoustics Concept 20s remain very fine 

speakers for the money.

Mind you, they might not appear so on first 

look. The drive units, after all, owe much to 

their budget sibling 2020is. No, it’s the Concept 

20s’ cabinet that marks them 

out as different. And special. 

They use a box-within-a-

box idea, where the inner and 

outer enclosures (both made 

of 10mm MDF panels) are 

separated by a compliant 

compound called Gelcore. 

This helps to damp any panel 

resonances, turning that 

unwanted energy into heat. 

No, the Concept 20s didn’t get 

noticeably hotter after a long 

listening session, or at least 

not hot enough for us to 

notice. The idea behind the 

cabinet design is to silence the 

enclosure, leaving the sound coming 

from just the drive units. 

efficiency, particularly through 

the crossover region. 

When it comes to sound 

quality, the Diamond 220s are 

excellent. These speakers 

deliver a meaty bass with more 

power and punch than we 

expect from boxes that stand 

just 50cm high. Lows are also 

articulate, able to track fast-

moving basslines with ease. 

Move up the frequency range 

and the good news continues. 

Midrange quality is terrific, 

pointing to quality drive units 

and a well-designed crossover 

network. Listen to Adele’s 21 set 

and it’s hard not to be taken in by 

the emotion in her delivery.

It’s amazing just how much difference this 

makes. Placed on their stands (£200 but well 

worth it), positioned clear of the back wall and 

angled in slightly towards the listener, these 

speakers sing. Such is their clarity throughout 

the frequency range and dynamic verve that we 

are repeatedly drawn into listening to complete 

albums rather than just short sections of songs 

as is usual during our testing process. 

Plenty of character
The Concept 20s sound all-of-a-piece, seamless 

in fact, and have a consistency of character from 

the deepest bass upwards that’s rarely heard at 

this or any price. 

The presentation is articulate and subtle, yet 

has the punch and attack to satisfy, even when 

we listen to the likes of The Dead Weather’s 60 

Feet Tall. There’s a measured hand when it 

comes to rhythms, but changes in pace and  

the under-laying momentum of the music  

is easily heard.

It’s the transparency that impresses most, 

though. The result is a high level of precision, 

excellent definition and the ability to play 

complex music without a loss of organisation.

These Q Acoustics are great speakers and give 

plenty of more expensive rivals food for thought.
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Switching to Holst’s Jupiter, we’re 

impressed by the balanced tonality and the 

220s’ ability to deliver large-scale dynamic shifts 

with enthusiasm. Stereo imaging is good too.

Put it all together and you have a top-class 

pair of budget speakers. Well done Wharfedale.
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